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Saturday afternoon, about two fifteen, delighted people are roaming and milling around the streets of Lakeland.   Some are sprawled on small green grass rugs, mixed among long spans of concrete and bricks, trying to give their worn shoes a rest.   Many are bursting from a buffet of foodstuffs or checking out the new fountain and mural. Others are attempting to cool their mouths while savoring the last bit of flavored crushed ice from their cups.  People continue to motivate themselves onward to assess and taste more artistic and culinary accomplishments.  Country music reverberations float like swelling clouds on a breezy day. 


Two teens are sitting on the hood of a patrol car, and one person is in casual conversation with a patrolman.   Builders, bankers, farmers, husbands, construction workers, printers, clerks, firemen, EMT technicians, wives, medical workers, daughters, pastors, wildlife specialists, sons, clinicians, office workers, restaurateurs, electricians, homemakers, sales personnel and automotive specialists are among the American workers who stroll with baby carriages, guiding children, or walking with good friends or devotee’s arm-in-arm or hand-in-hand.  Some people didn’t think there’d be much of a Lanier County Labor Day celebration, but the local Lakeland Lions Club proves them wrong on Saturday.  It is all a part the 129th Labor Day weekend for the recreation and amusement of area workers and their families.  


I don’t know whether or not Lakeland has celebrated all 129 years, but it very well may have! Originally known as Milltown for the large number of mills along the banks of Banks Lake, Lakeland was incorporated on August 11, 1925.  As I visit with various long-time residents, I’ve learned that Lakeland has always tended to be a delightful and “happening” place! 

The Dawg-Gone Good Race (5k and 1-Mile Run) marks the festival’s opening when the eight a.m. start-signal snaps.   A variety of antiques, arts, collectibles, crafts, liquid refreshments, foods, and children’s activities are scheduled throughout the day and it is all free to the public. 

Many area citizens will be enjoyably celebrating at home as well.  

“Life is not meant to be easy, my child; but take courage -- it can be delightful,” said George Bernard Shaw, and so it is!  It is through the thoughtful hard work of our citizens that our organizations and governments can execute such delightful events for our entertainment and enjoyment. Take advantage of it all! 

Considering the outcome of one Lakeland Fourth of July celebration this year, when a pick-up truck “accidentally” drove into a group of picnickers and the driver was listed as DUI, it would be prudent to remind everyone to don’t drink and drive!    All it takes is a few seconds of error to spoil a family and friend’s gathering.  It really isn’t an accident when a person makes a conscious decision to drink enough to lose control of his or herself, and then travel while at the wheel of a vehicle.  Operation Zero Tolerance started August 19 and is enforced by each of our Southern Regional Traffic Enforcement Network officers, along with their ongoing “Click or Ticket” campaign.  It always amazes me to see the number of area travelers who are ticketed for not using their seat belts when I serve as a MADD volunteer and hand out literature as officers check drivers. 

Remember that our regional work force has contributed to boundless production and one of the highest standards of living that the world has ever known.  Our American workers and, particularly, our Lanier County workers deserve tribute for their contribution to much of our nation’s freedom, leadership and strength.  Through their efforts, the United States is closer to the attainment of our traditional ideals of economic and political democracy, despite our current slowdown. 

What are you going to delight in this week end?  How about joining us in our local celebration? 



  

