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What’s black and white and read all over?  The Lanier County Advocate newspaper arrived with a flourish in every county resident’s mailbox last week.  I took great delight eagerly reading Lanier’s new periodical and paying attention to the challenge its’ publisher issued to every individual.  He asked every citizen to offer written contributions.  The challenge fascinated me enough that I find myself writing, as I return from Tuscaloosa and my nieces’ university graduation, and preparing something that I am mentally referring to as “Carol’s Comments” or “Moore Comments”.  It will be interesting to see if the Lanier County Advocate accepts my challenge to publish my penning.

                Speaking of challenges, I’ve had an opportunity to visit with a few of our 2011 Lanier County High School graduates over the last couple of weeks.  They are certainly feeling challenged by their transition from school structure to a structure of their own making post-graduation!

                Due to an injury, one student had to change his pre-graduation goal of playing football for an unusual Virginia school and move toward a goal of putting himself in line for Emergency Medical Training and living locally.  While I’m sure he was disappointed, I cannot imagine that life’s challenges would do any less than leave him with both feet solidly planted.  Another student academically more successful than in past years has married, planned his family, and set a straight course for Wiregrass Georgia Technical College.  Surprisingly and not-so-surprisingly, another 2011 grad has a January 2012 Army date to become a military translator.  It’s exciting to learn about the challenges of our graduating students and how they meet them!

                My niece ended one challenge Saturday when she received her Communications and Spanish Language Bachelor’s degree.  The dramatic and historic Tuscaloosa tornado challenged the original planned May date.  Similarly, it was the challenge of the Oklahoma City bombing and the historic and unprecedented 120+ mile tornado path that was part of the impetus for my move to Georgia and, eventually, to Lanier County.   

                Five years into a Lanier County lifestyle, I’ve decided to challenge myself to contribute something more to the place that I live and am growing to love.  If you haven’t guessed it or if you haven’t met me, I teach English Language Arts at Lanier County High School.  I’ve decided that if I am asking my students to write regularly, I should be writing regularly myself. Now you’ll know that I am.  Besides, my principal has asked each LCHS teacher to challenge his or her beliefs and I would encourage each of you to join us.  It’s his conviction that our high school students can demonstrate an above average potential as compared to our Regional Education Service Agency students, made up of ten area counties, and our state’s students.  

One way to get there is for a teacher to put him or herself on the line and contribute his or her talents.  The National Writing Project promotes the idea that the knowledge, expertise, and leadership of our nation's educators should contain sustained efforts to improve writing and learning for all learners.  Simply put, if I’m writing, I’m more likely to have my students writing and, eventually, well!
                Besides, I want to do more than learn about the historic contributions of other Lanier residents.  I’m up for the challenge of contributing to the successful development of our community and its’ values, possibly, entering the ranks of its’ noteworthy residents.  If you’re into humor, hopefully I won’t become notorious! 

Haruki Murakami once wrote, “And once the storm is over you won't remember how you made it through, how you managed to survive. You won't even be sure, in fact, whether the storm is really over. But one thing is certain. When you come out of the storm you won't be the same person who walked in. That's what this storm's all about."  Life is very much like a storm that brings change.  It challenges each of us.

I believe that it is important to leave this life having made it a better place to be.  In one sense, I’m already contributing by teaching our student’s daily.  But, I want to contribute more deeply to the development of a stronger and more vital Lanier County community.  

Now, I want to challenge you. What do you want to do?

 

